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The Simplicity 
of the Great Commission

Before Jesus ascended into heaven He gave his 
disciples a great charge, in which he pointed out to 
them their duty, and the plan of salvation for sin‑
ners. Because of the importance of this commission, 
it has been recorded by three of the gospel writers.

Matthew shows the power, or 
authority, with which it was given. 

“And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying, All power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth. Go ye there‑
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: 
and, lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world. Amen” 
(Matthew 28:18‑20). 

Luke records the language of 
Christ, “Thus it is written, and thus 
it behooved Christ to suffer, and to 
rise from the dead the third day: 
and that repentance and remission 
of sins should be preached in his 
name among all nations, beginning 
at Jerusalem” (Luke 24:46,47). 

Mark also records the great 
commission, “And he said unto 
them, Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature. 
He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; but he that be‑
lieveth not shall be damned” (Mark 
16:15,16). Over this commission 
there has been much controversy, 
not because of the difficulty of the 
language, but because men have 
endeavored to justify doctrines 
which Christ did not teach.

Notice what Jesus did not say.
1. “He that believeth and is bap‑
tized shall not be saved, for there is 
no God”—justifying the doctrine of 
atheism. Nature, of course, shows 
that there is a Supreme, All‑Power‑
ful, All‑Wise Being. “The heavens 
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declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament showeth his handiwork” 
(Psalms 19:1). The Bible, with all of 
its internal evidence, with its ful‑
filled prophecies and promises, with 
its perfect laws, and its tremendous 
influence for good, shows that there 
is an Almighty God. “The fool hath 
said in his heart, “There is no God.” 
(Psalms 14:1).

2. “All men shall be saved, and 
may believe and be baptized—”jus-
tifying the doctrine of universal salva-
tion. If the Bible shows that even one 
soul shall be lost, this doctrine falls. 
Actually, the Bible shows that the 
greater number will be lost. “Enter 
ye in at the strait gate: for wide is 
the gate, and broad is the way, that 
leadeth to destruction, and many 
there be which go in thereat: because 
strait is the gate, and narrow is the 
way, which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it” (Matthew 
7:13/14). The doctrine of universal 
salvation is dangerous because it 
encourages loose, undisciplined liv‑
ing, and it discourages carrying out 
the great commission. If all people 

are going to be saved, why go to the 
trouble of preaching the gospel to ev‑
ery creature?

3. “He that believeth shall be 
saved and may be baptized”—justi-
fying the doctrine of salvation by faith 
only. The Bible clearly teaches that 
salvation is by faith, but specifically 
shows that it is not by faith only. “Ye 
see then how that by works a man 
is justified, and not by faith only” 
(James 2:24). Faith and works (obe‑
dience) are inseparably connected. 
One’s faith is demonstrated by his 
obedience. When Moses struck the 
rock, instead of speaking to it as 
God commanded, God said to him 
and Aaron, “Because ye believed me 
not … ye shall not bring this congre‑
gation into the land which I have giv‑
en them” (Numbers 20:12). Four men 
brought a paralytic to Christ. They 
could not reach Him because of the 
crowd They uncovered the roof, and 
let him down into the presence of 
Christ. The scripture says, “When Je‑
sus saw their faith” (Mark 2:5). Their 
faith was demonstrated by their ac‑
tion. The idea that salvation by faith 
only is a very wholesome doctrine 
may be found in the creed books, but 
not in the word of God.

4. “He that is baptized in in‑
fancy and later believes shall be 
saved”—justifying the doctrine of in-
fant baptism. Subjects for baptism 
are those who have been taught the 
gospel. “Teach all nations, baptizing 
them” (Matthew 28:19). Subjects for 
baptism are those, who, having been 
taught the gospel, believe and repent 
of their sins (Mark16:16; Acts 2:38). 
Infants have not the mental faculty 
for understanding and believing the 
gospel; nor do they have any sins for 
which to repent. Of the little ones 

Jesus said, “Of such is the kingdom 
of heaven”(Matthew 19: 14). The doc‑
trine of infant baptism may be found 
in the creed books of men, but not in 
the word of God.

Notice what Jesus did say.
1.”He that believeth.” God has given 
great evidence in his word that Christ 
is His Son, the Savior of man. Since 
faith comes by hearing the word of 
God (Romans 10:17), when the gospel 
is preached, men accept and believe 
this unimpeachable evidence. 

2. “And is baptized shall be saved” 
(Mark 16:16). This baptism is for the 
remission of sins. (Acts 2:38.) It saves 
from sin and the terrible consequenc‑
es of sin. In the blood of Christ we 
have redemption. “In Him we have 
redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of His grace” (Ephesians 1: 7.) 
We appropriate his redeeming blood 
by being baptized into his death. “Or 
do you not know that as many of us 
as were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into His death? (Ro‑
mans 6:3).

3. “But he that believeth not 
shall be damned.” This statement is 
conclusive evidence of the insepa‑
rable relationship of faith and obe‑
dience. One who believes shows his 
faith in his obedience to the gospel. 
In this faith he is saved. One who 
does not believe, consequently does 
not obey. In this disbelief and disobe‑
dience he is damned.

Jesus said, “But he that be‑
lieveth not is condemned already” 
(John 3:18). Christ has made his 
commission, and the plan of salva‑
tion, clear and plain. It becomes con‑
troversial only when seen through 
the doctrines of men. — BN

Great Commission
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“Ready For the End”
In 1 Peter 4:7‑11, the apostle told those to whom 
he wrote that the end of all things was at hand. He 
then told them what they should be doing in view 
of this. When a thing is “at hand” it is near. What 
was Peter talking about when he said that the end 
of all things was at hand? That he was not talking 
about the end of the world and the judgment being 
at hand is evident, for nearly two thousand years 
have passed since that time, and the end of time 
has not come. Peter likely was talking about the end 
of the Jewish economy and the destruction of Jeru‑
salem and the temple which Peter and the apostles 
had asked about in Matthew 24:3. But whatever the 
end was, it was at hand, and certain things were of 
great importance in view of this. These things are 
still of great importance for us for, no matter what 
end Peter had in mind, for there is an end before us, 
too. Peter’s prescription for readiness is just as ef‑
fective now as it was then. Let us consider this. 

Be Sober
“Be ye therefore sober” is the first 
thing which Peter commanded 
(1 Peter 4:7). To be “sober” is to be 
of a sound mind. This is the mind 
which qualified elders in the Lord’s 
church are required to have (1 Tim‑
othy 3:2; Titus 1:8). This is the mind 
which aged, godly men are to have 
(Titus 2:2). Aged men know that 
they are near the line of crossing, if 
for no reason other than their years. 
This is the mind which the trans‑
formed man has who has proven 
that which is good and acceptable 
(Romans 12:1‑3). Being sober is the 

opposite of being beside oneself 
(2 Corinthians 5:13). Then and now, 
whatever the end may be which is 
at hand, this instruction is timely, 
indeed.

Watch Unto Prayer 
“And watch unto prayer,” is the 
next thing Peter enjoined (1 Peter 
4:7). Newer translations say: “Be 
sober unto prayer.” One of sound 
mind recognizes the effectuality of 
prayer (James 5:16). One of sound 
mind prays, especially in view of 
the end. If Christians knew they 
had but a few days until the end, 

of all things, they would remember 
to pray. Whatever the end may be, 
this preparation is most timely.

“Watch and pray for the Lord is coming, 
Coming in the clouds some day.  
Wash your robes in the cleansing fountain.
Watch, oh, watch and pray.”

Have Fervent Charity
The third thing of note is, “And 
above all things have fervent char‑
ity among yourselves” (1 Peter 
4:8). Someone has said that charity 
(love) is the badge of true disciple‑
ship, for Jesus said: “A new com‑
mandment I give unto you, That ye 
love one an other; as I have loved 
you, that ye also love one another. 
By this shall all men know that ye 
are my disciples, if ye have love one 
to another” (John 13:34,35). True 
Christians love others, even their 
enemies (Matthew 5:43,44). How‑
ever, the admonition here is direct‑
ed to Christians and their love for 
each other. The reason for this is 
that love covers a multitude of sins. 
This is not saying that love removes 
sins. It takes the blood of Christ to 
take away sins (1 John 1:6‑10). It is 
that when Christians love one an‑
other, they will forgive each other, 
and thus love covers a multitude 
of sins. One of the great problems 
of Christians now seems to be that 
they do not love each other very 
much. If we knew the end was at 
hand, would we not change our at‑
titude toward each other?

Use Hospitality
“Use hospitality one to another 
without grudging,” is the next re‑
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SEEING GOD

In the Old Testament we are 

told that man cannot see God. 

God said to Moses, “You can-

not see My face; for no man 

shall see Me, and live” (Exodus 

33:20).It is also repeated in the 

New Testament. “No one has 

seen God at any time” (John 

1:18).Yet there is a way God’s 

faithful can see Him. Jesus said, 

“I and My Father are one” (John 

10:30). Jesus said to Philip, 

“Have I been with you so long, 

and yet you have not known 

Me, Philip? He who has seen 

Me has seen the Father; so 

how can you say, ‘show us the 

Father’? (John 14:9). Through 

Christ and the perfect life He 

lived on earth, we can see the 

perfect God. There is another 

way we see God. “He who 

does not love does not know 

God for God is love (1 John 

4:8). When we know the love 

of God, we know and see God 

in all His glorious characteris-

tics. “God is love, and he who 

abides in love abides in God 

and God in him” (1 John 4:1 6). 

Abiding in love, we see Him 

who is love.

quirement in view of the end that 
is at hand (1 Peter 4:9). Christians 
must be hospitable to all (Hebrews 
13:2). However, in our text, the 
admonition is to practice hospital‑
ity among Christians. The Lord’s 
people are supposed to look after 
the Lord’s people (Galatians 6:10). 
In the end, people will not be able 
to keep that which is to be used in 
showing hospitality, anyway. Paul 
said: “But godliness with content‑
ment is great gain. For we brought 
nothing into this world, and it is 
certain we can carry nothing out” 
(1 Timothy 6:6,7). Furthermore, this 
is to be done without grudging, 
murmuring, or complaining. If we 
really believed that the end of all 
things was at hand, would we not 
practice hospitality? If we really 
believed that we had but a month 
to the end of time, would we be so 
concerned about our needs and not 
so concerned about the needs of 
our brethren?

Use What You Have 
In 1 Peter 4:10,11 the apostle tells 
those to whom he wrote to use 
the gifts which they had, the char‑
ismatic gifts of the Spirit which 
are enumerated and described in 
1 Corinthians 12. These came in a 
miraculous way. Every man who 
had these gifts was admonished 
to use them in view of the end be‑
ing at hand. None today has these 
gifts. (1 Corinthians 13:8‑10). But 
all today have some abilities; some 
have great abilities. It is just as im‑
portant for us to use what we have 
as it was for them to use what they 
had in view of the end. It would be 

good for everyone of us to be liv‑
ing and serving as in view of the 
end being at hand, for it is at hand 
in one way or another. If the end 
of time is not yet near, the end of 
our lives is. “Man that is born of 
a woman is of few days, and full 
of trouble. He cometh forth like a 
flower, and is cut down: he fleeth 
also as a shadow, and continueth 
not” (Job. 14:1,2).

Have Fervent Charity 
The third thing of note is, “And 
above all things have fervent char‑
ity among yourselves” (1 Peter 4:8). 
Someone has said that charity (love) 
is the badge of true discipleship, for 
Jesus said: “A new commandment I 
give unto you, That ye love one an‑
other; as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another. By this shall 
all men know that ye are my disci‑
ples, if ye have love one to another” 
(John 13:34,35). True Christians love 
others, even their enemies (Mat‑
thew 5:43,44). However, the admo‑
nition here is directed to Christians 
and their love for each other. The 
reason for this is that love covers 
a multitude of sins. This is not say‑
ing that love removes sins. It takes 
the blood of Christ to take away 
sins (1 John 1:6‑10). It is that when 
Christians love one another, they 
will forgive each other, and thus 
love covers a multitude of sins. One 
of the great problems of Christians 
now seems to be that they do not 
love each other very much. If we 
knew the end was at hand, would 
we not change our attitude toward 
each other? Use Hospitality 

“Use hospitality one to another 
without grudging,” is the next re‑
quirement in view of the end that 

Ready
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Ready

is at hand (1 Peter 4:9). Christians 
must be hospitable to all (Hebrews 
13:2). However, in our text, the 
admonition is to practice hospital‑
ity among Christians.The Lord’s 
people are supposed to look after 
the Lord’s people (Galatians 6:10). 
In the end, people will not be able 
to keep that which is to be used in 
showing hospitality, anyway. Paul 
said: “But godliness with content‑
ment is great gain. For we brought 
nothing into this world, and it is 
certain we can carry nothing out” 
(1 Timothy 6:6,7). Furthermore, this 
is to be done without grudging, 
murmuring, or complaining. If we 

really believed that the end of all 
things was at hand, would we not 
practice hospitality? If we really 
believed that we had but a month 
to the end of time, would we be so 
concerned about our needs and not 
so concerned about the needs of 
our brethren?

Use What You Have 
In 1 Peter 4:10,11 the apostle tells 
those to whom he wrote to use 
the gifts which they had, the char‑
ismatic gifts of the Spirit which 
are enumerated and described in 
1 Corinthians 12. These came in a 
miraculous way. Every man who 
had these gifts was admonished 
to use them in view of the end be‑

ing at hand. None today has these 
gifts. (1 Corinthians 13:8‑10). But 
all today have some abilities; some 
have great abilities. It is just as im‑
portant for us to use what we have 
as it was for them to use what they 
had in view of the end.

It would be good for everyone 
of us to be living and serving as in 
view of the end being at hand, for 
it is at hand in one way or another. 
If the end of time is not yet near, 
the end of our lives is. “Man that 
is born of a woman is of few days, 
and full of trouble. He cometh forth 
like a flower, and is cut down: he 
fleeth also as a shadow, and con‑
tinueth not” (Job. 14:1,2).

— Curtis E. Flatt

The Labor God Recommends
“Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him 
labour, working with his hands the thing which is 
good, that he may have to give to him that needeth” 
(Ephesians 4:28). Labor is a universal trait of mankind. 
Wherever man is found upon the earth he engages in 
some kind of work to support himself and his fam‑
ily. However, there are exceptions to this rule. There 
are some men who are lazy and will not work. But 
regardless of what kind of work men engage in, or 
refrain from, the above verse contains three thoughts 
about labor that all need to consider.

1. Dishonest labor is not acceptable 

with God. Stealing belongs to those 

things Chrstians must “put off” when 

they “put on” the new man. There are 

many ways to steal, but the Christian 

must have no part in any of them. One 

may steal by robbing a bank, burglariz‑

ing a home, or snatching a lady’s purse. 

All would agree that this sort of “labor” 

is condemned by the Lord. But one may 

also steal by failing to give his employ‑

er an honest day’s work for a day’s 

pay. Or an employer may steal from his 

workers by not paying an honest day’s 

wage for a day’s work. Our labor must 

be honest inits nature and it must be 

honestly performed. Otherwise it is 

sinful and wrong. “Let him that stole 

steal no more.”

2. Labor should always involve 

“the thing which is good.” A pickpocket 

works withhis hands, but he does not 

work that which is good. The labor 

the Christian engages into support his 

family must not only be morally and 

spiritually right, but it also must noth‑

inder him in serving the Lord. Even an 

honest work honestly performed that 

hinders one’s service to God must be 

regarded as not “working the thing 

which is good.” It is not working that 

which is good because its result is that 

which is bad. Whatever working with 

his hands the thing which is good. “

3. One purpose of honest labor is to 

help those in need. The Bible nowhere 
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SERVICE WITHOUT 
RECOGNITION

“Now Peter and John went up 
together to the temple at the 
hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 
And a certain man lame from 
his mother’s womb was car-
ried, whom they laid daily at 
the gate of the temple which 
is called Beautiful, to ask alms 
from those who entered the 
temple” (Acts 3:1,2). Who were 
these people identified only 
as “they”? Though we are not 
told who they were, they ren-
dered a service day by day to 
help this poor man who could 
not help himself. 

They knew not that they were 
helping him receive far more 
than alms. The apostles Peter 
and John came that way that 
day. Peter said, “Silver and gold 
I do not have, but what I do 
have I give you: In the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise 
up and walk” (Acts 3:6). In great 
joy the man walked, leaped, 
and praised God. The “they,” 
whoever they were, helped a 
life-long cripple be healed. In 
addition they gave Peter and 
John a great opportunity to 
tell the people how their sins 
could be blotted out (Acts 3). 
We may never know how far 
humbled service may reach!

Labor

approves of men selfishly hoarding up 

the fruits of their labor. The rich are 

warned against so doing, but the prin‑

ciple applies also to men of ordinary 

means. The love of money is the wrong 

motive for labor, for the love of money 

is the root of all kinds of evil(1 Timo‑

thy 6:10). Certainly one should work 

to provide for his household, but it is 

wrong to labor only for one’s house‑

hold. Christians have a duty before 

God to share what they have gained 

by honest labor with those who are in 

need. The widow, the orphan, or who‑

ever it may be, is subject to our help 

where the ability and opportunity are 

present. However, the Scriptures teach 

that we are under no obligation to help 

the able-bodied man who can but will 

not work. In fact, it would be wrong 

to help such a man (2 Thessalonians 

3:10). But we should keep in mind al‑

ways the fact that our labor in part is 

to the end that we may give “to him 

that needeth.”

Any work that is honest within 

itself, that is motivated for the right 

purpose, and that does not hinder 

our service to God is right regardless 

of what kind of work it is.The man 

who honestly labors at some menial 

task is just as acceptable with God 

as the man who honestly applies 

himself at the head of some great 

corporation. It is not what one does 

nor how much he earns that counts 

with God, but it is how and why he 

labors and how he uses the fruits of 

his labor.

— Earl Kimbrough

Honorable Controversy
“What fellowship hath righteousness with un‑
righteousness? and what communion hath light 
with darkness? and what concord hath Christ with 
Belial? or what part hath the believer with the infi‑
del?” (2 Corinthians 6:14-15.)

Some Definitions
As long as the world shall stand there 

will be no rest for Satan. There will al‑

ways be righteousness, darkness and 

unbelief. There will also always be at 

least a “remnant” who will refuse to 

“bow the knee to Baal.” These two con‑

ditions being present, there will always 

be controversy. The teaching of error, 

or falsehood, by one because of igno‑

rance of, or lack of love for, the Truth 

demands that they who love Truth de‑

fend it (Philippians 1:17). Abuse, or mis‑

use, of the Word motivates him who re‑

spects Truth to “earnestly contend” for 

it (Jude 3). Mr. Webster defines “con‑

tend” thusly: “To strive in opposition 

or rivalry; to compete. To maintain or 

assert; argue.” He defines “defend” as: 

“To repel danger or harm from; to pro‑

tect; to maintain against force or argu‑

ment.” As long as men do not come to 

complete agreement on either Truth or 

error, there will be controversy.

But, controversy is a rather odd 

instrument. In one’s efforts to defend 
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Controversy

the truth in controversy, he might ei‑

ther HELP or HINDER Truth, depending 

upon the type, or level, of such con‑

tention. Mr. Webster defines “contro‑

versy” in this manner: “A discussion 

of controverted matter, or controver‑

sial issue; dispute; sometimes quarrel; 

strife.” When controversy takes on ei‑

ther of these last two characteristics 

Truth will suffer shame that is, when 

such is characteristic of the defender 

of Truth. But otherwise controversy 

is one of Truth’s most powerful tools. 

This is HONORABLE controversy. It is 

customary in our time for men pro‑

posing to engage in controversy (a 

public discussion) to agree to be gov‑

erned by “Hedge’s Rules of Debate”, 

which is well. However, we could 

state a proper agreement much more 

to the point if the disputants agree 

to be ‘Christian’ in deportment. This 

would insure “Honorable Controver‑

sy.” It is this kind of controversy that 

the “Rule Book” for our every action 

and thought authorizes.

Christ, the Controversialist 
Our Christ was the world’s greatest con‑

troversialist! As those hypocritical Jews 

over and over tried to trap Him with 

questions, did He respond with, “You 

know we shouldn’t argue over religious 

matters”? No; with the truth He ex‑

posed their false teachings and hypoc‑

risy. He put those ministers of Satan to 

silence just as He did their father with 

“It is written.” Now, if our Lord entered 

into debate with those who opposed 

Truth, can we hope to please Him short 

of a willingness to do the same? Yea, 

that is necessary in order that we might 

“deliver our souls.” The servant of God is 

not only required to warn those of the 

world, but also his brother who might 

“turn from his righteousness”; other‑

wise, their blood will God “require at 

(our) hands”! (Ezekiel 3:17-21).

Disciples to Be Contenders
Jude tells us in verse three that we are 

to “earnestly contend for the faith...” 

This obligates every lover of Truth 

to engage in whatever controversy 

the forces of Satan make necessary. 

But that controversy, although “ear‑

nest” (fervent), must be governed by 

the “Golden Rule” book. We are urged 

to “prove all things; hold fast to that 

which is good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21), 

but in this “proving” the criterion is 

to be the Word of God, rather than an 

appeal to prejudice, emotions, person‑

alities, or traditions of men. John ad‑

monishes us to “try the spirits (teach‑

ings) whether they be of God: because 

many false prophets are gone out into 

the world” (1 John 4:1). We must “try” 

the teachings by weighing them in 

the “balances” of God. Paul urged the 

elders of Ephesus to defend the flock 

of God against the grievous wolves 

that would enter in among them (Acts 

20:28-29). According to Revelation 2:2 

the church at Ephesus did believe in 

controversy, for they had “tried them 

which say they are apostles, and are 

not, and hast found them to be liars.”

The great apostle Paul practiced 

that which he urged upon others, in 

that he was” set for the defense of the 

gospel” (Philippians 1:17). We have di‑

vine record of many of his encounters 

in defense of the gospel of Christ. In 

Acts 24 we have the record of his de‑

fense of “the way which they call her‑

esy” before Felix. In the next two chap‑

ters he did the same before Festus and 

Agrippa. He had “reasoned” from the 

Scriptures in the Jewish synagogues 

frequently (Acts 17:2; 18:4,18). In do‑

ing this he “spake boldly...disputing 

and persuading” (Acts 19:8). His de‑

fense of the truth had great effect for 

good, for he “mightily convinced the 

Jews, and that publicly, showing by 

the Scriptures that Jesus was Christ” 

(Acts 18:28). In this he “fought a good 

fight” (which “fight” he urged upon 

Timothy, and us, in 1 Timothy 6:12 

and 2 Timothy 4:1-4); and, therefore, 

there was laid up for him a crown of 

righteousness. He goes on to say that 

such is also for US; but it will depend 

upon our fighting the same good fight, 

and keeping the same faith! This can 

be done only by “contending earnest‑

ly for the faith once for all delivered 

to the saints.”

Reasons for Opposing Controversy 
Now, there are among those who op‑

pose controversy in religion three basic 

reasons for such.

1. Convenience. It is a “city of 

refuge” for him who realizes that his 

teaching cannot stand the scrutiny of 

TRUTH. It is therefore convenient for 

him to be against “arguing in religion.”

2. Misunderstanding, by some 

good people, of such passages as Ro‑

mans 1:29  and 2 Corinthians 12:20 

(King James Version). The term “debate” 

in these passages seems to them to 

condemn controversy. However, these 

passages do not have in consideration 

“Honorable Controversy.” The word “de‑

bate” should be translated “strife,” as 

is so in the American Standard Version 

of the Scriptures. They are derived from 

a term which means “a disposition to 

be quarrelsome and contentious, and 

is an outgrowth of enmity” (W. E. Vine, 

Expository Dictionary of New Testa‑

ment Words). The bringing of Truth 

and error into conflict is not under 
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WHAT CAN WE DO?

Some may consider them 
selves as “little people,” with-
out great gifts and abilities 
as others may have. We are 
taught that the one-talent-
man had as much responsibil-
ity for his use of his one talent 
as the five-talent-man had 
for his five talents (Matthew 
25:14-30).

What can “little people” do? 
They can attend services and 
worship God. They can study 
the word, and lay it up in their 
hearts that they may not sin 
against God. They can live 
godly lives, and show it by 
walking in the footsteps of 
Christ. 

Many years ago there was an 
elderly man who sold pea-
nuts at ball games and on the 
streets to eke out a frugal liv-
ing. He was limited in ability. 
Yet, he could attend services 
and did always This “little man” 
died. His character, his humil-
ity, his quiet, faithful devotion 
to God made an impression 
on his town people. The over-
flowing crowd at the funeral 
demonstrated their high re-
spect for him.

Are there more “little people” 
serving the Lord than “big, 
gifted financially secure peo-
ple?” We do not know. How-
ever, the scripture says, “And 
the common people heard 
Him gladly” (Mark 12:37).

Controversy
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consideration in these two passages. If 

that were forbidden in these, it would 

put them in conflict with those many 

other easily understood passages which 

not only authorize, but enjoin upon us 

an OBLIGATION to earnestly defend the 

pure gospel against all error.

3. The repulsiveness of dishonor‑

able controversy in religion which such 

people have either witnessed or heard 

about. In this type of controversy, men 

who hold positions which are weak 

(known better by themselves than by 

anyone else), make their appeal, not to 

Truth but to prejudice and emotions. 

They are simply trying to line up people 

on their side. Theirs is often an all-out 

effort to “whip” their opponents by any 

means! You will find those people con‑

stantly dealing in personalities, most of 

which are misrepresentations and mis‑

applications. They will deal at length 

with the inconsistencies (claimed) of 

their opponents; as if that had anything 

to do with Truth. Such are not willing to 

have their teachings laid open to hon‑

est and frank investigation by Truth, to 

stand or fall by such examination. They 

are often guilty of perverting Scriptures. 

They have erected their idols and will 

“wrest” the Scriptures so that they ap‑

pear (to the simple) to sustain their doc‑

trines. Such is not Christian behavior. 

Such is not “honorable controversy.”

Proper Attitude toward Controversy
However, we must not conclude that 

all controversy is wrong because of this 

abuse of it. Those who love the truth 

will be concerned with practicing only 

that. They will be happy to have their 

positions laid beside Truth. They will be 

content to engage in an honest investi‑

gation of their practices in the light of 

WHAT GOD HAS SAID in His Word. They 

will be happy to defend that which they 

believe to be Truth. In controversy such 

persons will conduct their part of the 

discussion as Christians, regardless of 

the behavior of their respondents.

The shying away from public con‑

troversy in the past came when men 

saw that their doctrines could not stand 

before the soldier of the Lord’s army, 

wielding the sword of the Spirit. Honor‑

able controversy, to a great extent, was 

the wings upon which the Restoration 

Movement was borne. May the day 

never come when “WE” will hesitate 

to stand in the battle line to defend the 

gospel of the Christ who died for us!

Truth has nothing to fear in hon‑

orable controversy. Yea, upon such it 

thrives! — Charles G. Maples, Sr.


